A. Values (“I Values”) Clarification (www.woodrow.org/teachers/bi/1994/genetic_decision_making.html)

Put a Checkmark (() next to the ten items most important to you.  Cross out items with very little or no meaning for you.  In the margin, add others that have meaning for you.  You may leave some items alone.

Self-worth



Harmony

Food/Warmth/Shelter

Friendship

Recreation

Self-preservation

Work/Labor

Relaxation

Solitude

Ownership

Prestige/Esteem

Curiosity

Creativity

Security


Being Liked

Truth/Wisdom

Justice

Success

Self-confidence

Sensory Pleasure

Self-control

Empathy

Discovery

Self-assertion

Equity

Service

Personal Health

Divine Knowledge


Work

Human Dignity

Interdependence

Cooperation

Family/Belonging

Tools/Technology

Privacy

Beauty/Aesthetics

Simplicity

Education

Wholeness

Honesty

Power/Authority

Being Oneself

B.    Some Moral Objectives (www.assessexcellence.org/AE/AEPC/WWC/1992/cas_studies.html)  

Rank these objectives from highest (1) to lowest (8) priority.

____ Avoid doing evil

____ Doing good

____ Making reparations for past wrongs

____ Pursuing self improvement

____ Promoting justice

____ Keeping promises

____ Telling the truth

____ Respecting Autonomy

· Was ranking easy? Hard? Can you imagine having to choose among them when making a decision?

C.   Some Dimensions of Ethical Reasoning (www.scu.edu/SCU/Centers/Ethics/practicing/decision/thinking.html)   

Common-Good: Society is comprised of individuals whose own good is inextricably linked to the good of the community; the ethical action furthers shared goals.

Divine Command: The ethical action conforms to the law of God.

Fairness/Justice: The ethical action treats everyone in the same way, rather than showing favoritism or discrimination.

Relativist: The ethical action conforms to a particular society’s rules and values.

Rights:  The ethical action respects everyone’s moral rights (to self-determination, truth, privacy, and others).

Utilitarian:  The ethical action is one that provides the greatest good for the greatest number.

Virtue:  The ethical action moves us toward certain ideas (e.g. courage, compassion, prudence), which provide for the full development of our humanity.

· Which dimensions resonate most with your own ethical decision making? Which resonate least? Are these dimensions interrelated or independent of each other?  What others are not included here?

A Struggle for Peace


From Childhood, Ann had an aptitude for science.  She became fascinated by solar energy when her uncle gave her a solar-powered toy for her birthday.  As she progressed through school, she began to read about photovoltaics, and she imagined that one day she would be an inventor or a scientist in this area. When Ann entered college, her goal was to become a researcher in photovoltaics.  She was attracted to the field because it would allow her to reach her potential as a scientist and would eliminate dependence on nonrenewable energy sources, thus contributing to the development of a sustainable world.


During her senior year, Ann applied to Ph.D. programs in materials science.  She had an exceptional record and was contacted by several schools.  Professor John Doe at Engineering University invited Ann for an interview.  They discussed a variety of possible research projects; at one point, Ann shared her design for a “soft photovolotaic” – a pliable, lightweight solar panel for vehicles.  She was thrilled at the exchange of exciting ideas.  Doe said that he was pursuing grants and expected that at least one would be funded in time for her to begin research after her first year of coursework. Ultimately, Ann accepted admission at Engineering U.  During her first year, Ann was supported by a teaching assistantship.  She did not begin any research, but she did officially nominate Doe as her committee chair.


At the same time, Ann began to take an academic approach to her Christian faith and attended talks and courses on various topics. In particular, she studied nonviolence and found herself drawn to its principles.  She listened to convincing arguments about the necessity for Christians to decline to participate in violence and questioned the validity of the Church’s just war theory.  One effect of this study was that she became more interested in solar technology, for she came to see control of fossil resources as the object of many nation’s aggression.


The following summer, Doe invited Ann into his office.  “Ann,” he said, “I have great news. I presented a paper on the soft photovoltaic idea at the Department of Defense conference, and the Air Force has just approved a grant to study it.  Seems they have an interest in these materials to operate satellites for reconnaissance and missile guidance.  As you know, anything that reduces weight and improves the conversion of solar energy into electricity is a boon to satellite technology.”


“That’s…great,” replied Ann, a bit unsure of herself.  “Out of curiosity, what other applications exist for this work?”


Doe looked mildly puzzled at this response, thought for a few seconds, and said, “Satellites are the way of communications in the future. Even now, people are depending upon them to become more mobile and yet stay connected.”  He went on to cite other examples and noted that individual satellites often simultaneously perform civilian and military functions.


Ann went home that afternoon with a lot on her mind.

Questions:

· What ethical issues arise in this scenario?

· Select an ethical problem and consider how it should be resolved.

· What information is relevant?

· Who are the stakeholders?

· What are the possible resolutions?

· What are the implications of various resolutions?

· What decision would you make?

Adapted from http://onlineethics.org/reseth/appe/vol4/peace.html  

