Writing A Great College Essay

Give colleges an idea of what you prefer or value, how you think, and (if you want) your sense of humor.


Brainstorm:
After Completing the Worksheet Consider:

	How does something you listed make you different from others?
	How did you develop your liking for/skill you listed?

	What made you start doing this activity in the first place?
	Why do you remember this particular event or person?

	How did you react to or learn from this?
	What do you admire about that person?


Outlining Your Essay:
Outlining Strategies

Example Structures

Compare and Contrast

Narrative or Chronological Structure

Descriptive Structure

Cause-and-Effect

	Example Structure

Traditional Structure:

· Main Argument/Thesis

· Evidence 1

· Evidence 2

· Evidence 3

· Conclusion/How The Main Argument was Shown

Good for making a single, strong point

Very simple, but neat – good for making a persuasive argument
Good for short essays, can seem dull or formulaic for long essays - consider a more creative structure 

	Compare and Contrast

Great structure for the personal growth and development question

Compare yourself now to the way you were then

Structure:

1. Point-for-Point:

· Compare one aspect of the object or event at a time

2. Block Method:

· Fully describe the first object or situation in the first half, describe the second object or situation in the second half

	Narrative or Chronological Structure

Best for events that were short (no more than a day or two)

Tips:

· Structure around the progression of time and keep moving forward

· Don’t put in too many details – they will distract the reader from your main point

· Do not detach from the story to be reflective – show everything within the context of the story

· Use vivid details about relevant events, people, and locations
· 
	Descriptive Structure

Like chronological structure – but it walks through a description instead of a time period

General structure:

· 1st paragraph:  introduction, describe the general feel of the place, person, or thing

· Body paragraphs: offer in-depth descriptions of two or three particular aspects of the place, person, or thing.

· Last paragraph: brief conclusion of what the place, person, or thing says about him or her



	Cause-and-Effect Structure

Shows that you understand and appreciate the effect that something has had on your life

Structure:

· Body Paragraphs: describe the influence, then describe its effect on you

Consider dividing the essay into a “cause” section and an “effect” section

Show you know how to take action and get results
	Other General Tips

If your application has multiple short essays…

Make sure:

· You’re presenting a consistent image of yourself

· You’re telling something different about yourself each time

· You’re consistent in voice and style – otherwise, your essays don’t always sound like they were written by the same person

Watch your language!

See our website for information on grammar, word choice, and the grammatical mistakes readers hate most


